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^/\S  the  preceding  Poem  is  profelTedly  politi- 
cal, there  is  no  impropriety  in  obferving,  that 
fince  the  firft  edition  of  it,  the  public  have  read 
in  the  papers,  *'  The  Declaration  of  the 
Whig  Clvb,  Jig/icd,  Charles  James  Fox," 
as  agreed  to  at   a  general  meeting,  held  at  the 

B  Shake- 

30307^5- 
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Shakefpeare  Tavern,  Covent  Garden,  on  the  23d 
of  January,  1796.  In  this  Poftfcript,  I  fliall 
blend  no  remarks  on  other  works,  or  other 
writings,  as  I  wifli  this  Declaration  fliould  be 
confidered  fingly  and  apart.  I  fnall  pafs, 
with  equal  notice,  the  writings  of  the  common 
fcribblers  of  the  day,  and  of  the  immortal  Au- 
thor of  the  Treatifes  on  the  French  Revolution. 
I  fliall  not  comment  on  the  names  of  William 
Miles  and  Gilbert  Wakefield,  or  of  the 
Right  Honourable  Edmund  Burke. 

But  on  public  papers  of  fuch  importance,  a 
public  opinion  may  be  given;  and  in  the  judg- 
ment of  thinking  men,  I  conceive,  that  a  more 
alarming  or  a  more  decifive  explication  of  poli- 
tical principles,  nefarious,  abandoned,  and  de- 
ftrudlive,  could  not  have  been  prefented  by  the 
art  of  the  fophift,  or  the  flrength  of  the  orator. 
It  is  melancholy  to  obfcrve  men  of  high  cha- 

radter 
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radlcr,  wealth,  and  dignity,  in  conformity  with 
the  example  of  ^\^^firfi  leaders  of  thzfrj}  Revo- 
lution of  France,  propofing  and  recommending 
A  Catenation  of  Clubs  throughout  the 
kingdom,  all  linked  and  combined  with  one  great 
central  affbciation  in  the  metropolis,  to  over- 
awe and  intimidate  the  government.  It  is  more 
than  melancholy,  it  is  a  warning  to  this  country, 
to  hear  such  men,  calmly  and  upon  reflection, 
recommending  (for  I  ufe  their  own  words) 
"  The  Exercife  of  that  just  authority, 
•'  "which -xn-E.  national  opinion  muJI  everpof- 

'■^fefs  OVER  THE  PROCEEDINGS  OF   THE  LeGIS- 

*'  LATURE,"  without  a  blufh  for  the  dodrine, 
and  without  a  fear  for  the  event. 

What  is  it,  but  to  declare  the  Whig  Club, 
the  common  receptacle  of  all  the  political  abomi 
nations  of  which  the  French  have  drunk  largely 
and  fatally,   and   prefented  the  cup  to  every  na- 
tion 
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tion  of  Europe  ?  What  is  it,  but  to  ft)  le  the 
Whig  Club  the  great  Jacobin  Den  of  Eng- 
land, under  the  aufpices  of  men,  candidates  for 
the  government  and  direHion  of  this  great,  opu- 
lent, and  eftabliflied  empire  j  and  profejjlng  to  a5i 
upon  a  principle,  on  which  no  government  can 
iland,  no  fubordination  can  be  long  maintained  ? 
For,  in  my  judgment,  the  elTence  of  the  Jacobin 
DoBrine  confifts  in  this;  namely,  to  call  the 
People  of  any  country  the  Sovereign  power,  in 
oppofition  to  the  lawful,  permanent,  and  ejla- 
b/iJJ:ed  authority,  vefted  in  the  governors  of  it ; 
to  call  the  fenfe  of  Clubs  ajfociated,  the  fenfe  of 
that  people;  and  when  thofe  Clubs  have  thought 
proper  to  deliver  and  publifh  their  doHrincs  and 
refolutions,  to  declare  that  the  fovereign  people 
have//?  effeB  spoken  their  will  ;  and  that, 
in  confequence  of  it,  the  meafures  of  a  govern- 
ment are  to  be  changed,  minifters  depofcd,  a  king 

dethroned,  or  a  conflitution  regenerated;  and  all 

this 


(    9    ) 

this  is  fpoken  with  as  much  coolnefs,  and  as 
little  concern,  as  if  the  affairs  of  a  veftry  were  to 
pafs  from  one  fet  of  wardens  to  another.  And 
further,  as  thefe  momentous  concerns  are  carried 
on  chiefly  in  the  jnctropoUs  of  any  kingdom, 
it  is  virtually  to  declare,  that,  the/cnfe  of  the  dif- 
affeBed  part  of  the  people    of  that  ?iietropolis,  is, 

THE     CONTROLLING   POWER    OF    THE   STATE, 

as  the  government  and  its  miniflers  can  neither 
be  overawed,  nor  feized  upon  in  any  other  place ; 
and  particularly,  as  all  the  other  difafredled 
Clubs  in  the  country  eftablifli  their  dodirines, 
and  found  their  refolutions,  on  the  grand  metro- 
politan herefy. 

But  I  will  not  purfue  the  fophiftry  of  the 
DECLARATION  ;  it  is  too  trifling  to  millead  the 
fenfe  of  any  man  who  will  exercife  a  found 
judgment.       I  will  not  magnify   the  Whig 

Club  j 
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Club  ;  for,  in  my  opinion,  it  is  contemptible 
when  compared  with  the  great  and  dignified  ma- 
jority, who  maintain  and  uphold  the  govern- 
ment of  thefe  kingdoms,  whatever  minifter  may 
diredits  meafurcs.  Though  the  French  mifun- 
derftand  that   Ckib,  and  fuppofe   a   power,  an 

energy,  and  even  an  authority  in  it,   which  it 
never  did,  and  never  can  poflefs  ;  yet,  I  think. 

the  nature  and  tendency  of  it  in  principle  fhould 

be   fully  underflood   in  this   countr)-,    as   they 

pretend  to  be,  and  as  they  are. 

In  THIS  Declaration,  which,  we  are  given 
to  underftand,  w^as  drawn  up  *  by  R.  B,  She- 
ridan, Efq.  M.  P.  the  Hon.  Thomas  Erf- 
kine,  M.  P.  Philip  Francis,  Efq.  M.  P.  and 
one  James  Mackintofli,  and  unanimoufly  agreed 


*  See  the  Copy  of  the  Declaration,  Printed  for  R.  White,  Pic- 
cadilly. 

to, 
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to,  at  the  general  Meeting  on  the  23d  of  Janii-' 
ary,  1796,  and  adopted  as  their  own  j  the  Whig 
Ckib  Hand  engaged  to  ufe  every  legal  and  con- 
ftitutional  effort,  to  obtain  a  repeal  of  the  two 
famous  afts  lately  palTed  ;  the   one,    "  Againft 
"  Seditious    Meetings    and    Affemblies  ;"    the 
other,     "  An  Aft   for  the  fafety  and  preferva- 
"  tion  of  His  Majefty's  Perfon  and  Government 
"  againft  treafonable  and  feditious  praftifes  and 
"  attempts."     Let  all  their  engagements  Hand, 
and  all  their  efforts   be  exerted,  and  all  their  fo- 
phiftries  diffeminated,     I    will  anfvver  with  the 
prophet  of  old,    "May  /Z'f/r  dream  be  to  them 
that  hate  our  country,  and  their  interpretation  of 
it   to    OUR    enemies."     I   will    be  bold   to  an- 
fwerthefe  men  in  their  own  words,   that  the  free 
and  loyal  people  of  thefe  kingdoms,  when  they 
connder  thefe  ads  in  the  depth  of  their  hearts, 
and   in  the  folidity  of   their    judgments,     will 

nevet 
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never  "  forget  the  meafures  oT^  which  they  are 
"  apart; — th:  diipofition  from  which  they  ap- 
''  peartoflow  ; — the  reafons  by  which  they  are  fup- 
"  ported  ; — and  the  confequences  to  which  they 
"  are  intended  to  lead."  For  my  own  part,  I 
know  not  the  words  feem,  and  appear ;  I 
would  affert  the  fubflance  ;  nor  need  I  the  affif- 
tance  of  their  wtc  Clajjical  Lent  Orator,  with  all 
the  farce  of  Roman  ledlure  and  tribiinitian  mock- 
ery. I  want  no  whining  over  Felons,*  convidted 
of  treafon  or  fedition,  and  conveyed  to  remote  or 
inhofpitablc  climes,  and  no  longer  fuffered,  by 
the  juftice  of  their  country,  to  trouble  and  dif- 
organize  the  flate.  I  can  wait  with  patience 
for  the  new  editions  of  their  De  Trijiibus  and 
DeFonto,  by  the  future  Skirvings,  Palmers,  and 

*  Read  the  fine  feeling  paflage  (ad populum)  on  Tranfportation. 
I  am  at  a  lofs  to  which  of  the  four  illuflrious  pen-men  I  am  to  at- 
tribute thisj^mpatbi/ng  fliain.  Mr.  Erfkine  and  Mr.  Francis  have 
formerly  been  trai-elkrs  into  foreign  farts, 

Geralds 
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Geralds,  from  the  fhores  of  Botany  Bay,  auvl 
the  fohtudes  of  New  Holland. 

I  hear  the  Whig  Club  talk  of  Love,  as  the 
bafis  of  government,  when  outrage  and  vio- 
lence are  abroad  in  our  llreets.  I  hear  them  talk 
of  favour  and  clemency  :  and  who  are  their  au- 
ditors ?  The  profelytes  of  democracy  in  the 
heart  of  London.  Thefe  are  the  foundations  of 
their  citadel  ;  this  is  the  bafis  of  their  temple, 
while  the    dome  and  the  columns  are    fliaking. 

Love,  favour,  and  clemency,  it  feems,  fuperfede 
the  neceffity  of  legal  coercion  in  their  new  code. 
Digeft  and  arrange  it  who  can  ;  they  will  wait 
in  vain  for  the  Refponja  Prudentum.  Mr.  Chan- 
cellor Erlkine  may  talk,  and  write,  and  infti- 
tutej  Thelwall  and  Wakefield  alone  will  com- 
ment. I  am  ailiamed  of  fuch  folemn  trifling, 
and  of  fuch  cruel  abfurdity  in   the   face  of  the 

nation. 

By 
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By  Tins  Declation  OF  theWhig  Club, 
figned,  Charles  James  Fox,  we  now  fully 
underftand  the  inftitution  j  we  are  in  pofTeflion 
of  the  principles  of  this  New  Whig  Monfter, 
of  principles,  the  greateft  part  of  which,  thefe 
candidates  Jor  the  government  of  Great  Btitain, 
already  know  and  feel  they  muft  abandon,  if  ever 
they  fucceed  to  the  lawful  and  conftitutional  di- 
redion  of  public  affairs.  The  great  ftone  of 
THE  Den  is  roiled  away  ;  but  my  own  words 
are  inadequate  to  the  ideas  under  which  I  labour  ; 
I  have  done  my  duty,  and  retire. 

C^/3  3/?^/;^i^«/Z/r,PEDIBUSQUEINFORMECADAVER 
PROTRAHITUR ! 

Men,  and  Brethren,  who  have  read  the  De- 
claration of  the  Whig  Club,  and  thefe  Remarks 
upon  it,    warm   from  the  heart  of  an   Englifh 

fub- 
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lubjeil  ;  Men  and  Brethren,  I  fay,  if  it  be  right, 
in  the  light  of  Heaven  and  of  this  country,  to 
hearken  unto  them  more  than  unto  o\x\  legal  and 
conjiitutional goYcxnors,  judge  ye. 

JTinig. 


